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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S. C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-24are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

3. With regards to Claims 1-24 Section 101 of title 35, United States Code, 
provides: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement 
thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of 
this title. 

The claimed invention as a whole must be useful and accomplish a practical 
application. That is, it must produce a useful, concrete and tangible result. In the 
instant case, the claim invention as a whole does not provide a transformation or 
reduction of an article to a different state or thing and the claim invention, as a 
whole does not produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result The applicant is in 
the best position to explain why an invention is believed useful. Accordingly, a complete 
disclosure should contain some indication of the practical application for claimed 
invention i.e., why the applicant believes the claimed invention is useful. Such a 
statement will usually explain the purpose of the invention or how the invention may be 
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used. Claim 1 recites "in response to a user input to raise gain in one band of a multi- 
band computer implemented equalizer, computing a lower gain for at least one other 
band of the equalizer ', which does not provide a transformation or reduction of an 
article to a different state or thing and the claim invention, as a whole does not 
produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result Claims 2-6 also fails to provide a 
transformation or reduction of an article to a different state or thing and the claim 
invention, as a whole does not produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result 
Claim 7 recites "a routine stored in the memory that when executed by any of the 
processors causes the processor to perform actions including computing a lower gain 
for at least one first band of a multi-band equalizer in response to a user input to raise 
gain in a second band of the equalizer" which does not provide a transformation or 
reduction of an article to a different state or thing and the claim invention, as a 
whole does not produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result Claims 8-12 also 
fails to provide a transformation or reduction of an article to a different state or 
thing and the claim invention, as a whole does not produce a useful, concrete, 
and tangible result Claim 13 recites "in response to raising a gain in one band of a 
multi-band equalizer, calculating an approximately uniform lower gain in the other bands 
of the equalizer" ", which does not provide a transformation or reduction of an 
article to a different state or thing and the claim invention, as a whole does not 
produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result Claims 2-6 also fails to provide a 
transformation or reduction of an article to a different state or thing and the claim 
invention, as a whole does not produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result. 
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Claims 14-17 also fails to provide a transformation or reduction of an article to a 
different state or thing and the claim invention, as a whole does not produce a 
useful, concrete, and tangible result. Claim 18 recites "first means for determining a 
lower gain for at least one first band of a multi-band equalizer in response to a user 
input to raise gain in a second band of the equalizer; and second means for providing a 
user input to raise gain in a second band of the equalizer to said first means", which 
does not provide a transformation or reduction of an article to a different state or 
thing and the claim invention, as a whole does not produce a useful, concrete, 
and tangible result Claims 19-24 also fails to provide a transformation or reduction 
of an article to a different state or thing and the claim invention, as a whole does 
not produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result Therefore Claims 1-24 are 
rejected for the reasons stated above. Claim 1-24 not disclose any new and useful 
process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter; or any new and useful 
improvement thereof. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Corey P. Chau whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7514. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chin Vivian can be reached on (571)272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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